
Day 2 – Saturday, August 8, 2009

Early to bed, early to rise!  Filled with
renewed interest and enthusiasm, the
delegates started the second day with an
equally early breakfast followed by the
celebration of the Eucharist at 7 a.m. Very
noticeable was the growing at-ease-ness
with one another, spontaneity, and
camaraderie.

The first speaker of the day presented a whole range of social, economic, and political problems
and challenges in bold relief.  almost everybody felt heavy , burdened, and stressed, especially
with the prospect that these problems might worsen.

It is tempting to see these problems of our society and wait to begin there – outside ourselves,
focused on others.  But, he reiterated that all authentic reform begins with our own hearts.

The second speaker, Ms Victoria Segovia, shared
a very encouraging eye opener about the
Philippines in her talk about the environment:
that the country is an archipelago, mountainous,
volcanic, and rich in minerals.  If we only know
how to use them, we will not go hungry, she
added.

On Media, the third speaker, Sr. Consolata Manding,
FSP, emphasized media awareness and the urgent
need for media literacy program, because Media can
enslave us.  She cited the 4 characteristics of Media:
persuasive, pervasive, invasive, and engaging.  She
explained Media Literacy as Reading,
Understanding, Analyzing, Critiquing, and
Evaluating.  That Media Diet is for spiritual health



which means: self-control, self-discipline, and discernment.  With Media Diet we need not fear
Media.

With these situationers from the three speakers in the morning, the ground is laid for all the congress
participants to go deeper into the ways, roads and means to respond accordingly to the challenges
of the stark realities we are all in.

Summarizing the responses to these three topics by  a panel of
reactors:

On Socio-Economic-Political Situation, the reactor, Atty. Ma. Theresa Ortiz,
President of the Nazareth School Alumni Association, cited the living example
of Ex-President Cory Aquino, that it is concern for the other  that should
prevail;  and that “it is better to light just one little candle than to stumble in
the dark.”  However,   despite the global downturn a new and brighter horizon
is predicted, provided we make use of the “resources” of our faith.

The second Response on Media
Education was given by Ms. Delia Hernandez, faculty of the
Ateneo de Manila University. – The reactor reiterated that our
students are very much exposed to the media: in what they eat,
wear, read, view, hear and see;  that they are exposed to two
kinds of curricula: the Dep Ed curriculum and the Media
curriculum.  She ended   her reaction with, “Media Education is
education to
peace”.

The third response
to the situatinOn Environmental Education was presented by
Mrs. Minerva Roiles, Principal of Sacred Heart School- Hijas
de Jesus Cebu City who said that if we want to build a  better
world, it is a must that we care for our environment; that
Mother Candida’s spirit of filiation and fraternity must extend
to our present wounded world.  She added that the mission-
vision of her school includes care for the environment to which
she gives practical examples.



Mrs. Malou Villegas gave her response on the
Family issues after a documentary on the different
realities of family situations were presented to the
participants.

The whole afternoon of Day 2 was dedicated to
and focused on the Blessed Candida Maria with
talks about her person, her spirituality presented
by Srs. Amelia Alejan and Catherine Cheong

respectively.

The lay spirituality was
shared by Mrs. Esther Freire
whose life was  inspired by
Mother Candida Maria de
Jesus.



With these topics and corresponding group activities, the participants are led to the basic and
fundamental truth: we need to take a good look at our identity to be clear about our mission.



Day 3,  August 9, 2009 !
A day of jubilation, of celebration !  Blessed Candida’s spirit on the air!   Everybody with
a smile, greeting and embracing one another. Blessed Candida’s presence was very palpable;
yes, a miracle of love, of faith, of imitation Particularly amazing was the way the 18 lighted
vigil lamps were arranged pointing to the picture frame of Blessed Candida at the right
side of the hall where the Holy Mass would be celebrated. Rev. Fr. Mario Francisco, SJ
celebrated the Eucharist this last day of the congress.  “Sing for joy, People of God”
resounded .  A certain portion of the homily says:  This period in our history will r equire
much dying for ourselves; this is asked of us both lay and religious in the fulfillment of our
mission.  HOWEVER, Jesus in the Eucharist assures us, “whoever partakes of this Bread
will have everlasting life, will never taste death.” The final hymn “Clara Estr ella” r esounded
with much love, gratitude, and hope for the future.

The morning sharing came from the two foreign delegates and guests:

     Shotoku Gakuin, Matsue, Japan:  Mr. John Kawakami
briefly narrated the history of Shotoku with some pieces of
information on the socio-economic-political situation of the
country, the beautiful places, different religions and some cultural
practices. He shared that Shotoku’s curriculum includes a 6-day
schooling enjoyed by the students.  The spirit of Mother Candida is
alive due to the presence of the FI Sisters.



     Spain was represented by Mr. Juan Carlos Perez.  He
discussed the present situation of his country culturally and
educationally.  He was assisted in the translation by Sr. Georgita.
He committed himself to pursue changes for good educationally,
pastorally and spiritually.

Closing Remarks of Sr. Georgita
gave hope and inspiration to all – not
to be overwhelmed by the stark
realities we have heard, felt and seen,
but to contemplate these with faith
and to transmit the results of this
congress to our centers and families
with the security of our faith and with
Mother Candida.

Sr. Georgita Hormillosa poses with the People behind the whole assembly... Standing: Mss.
Lilibeth Sombong and Lane Sumagaysay; Seated: Ms Cora Miado, Sr. Felisa Molina, Sr.
Consolacion Ruy, the Chairperson, and Mr. Eleazar Solas.



          FI-LAY CONGRESS 2009 FINAL DECLARATION

     We have met at Manresa Retreat House for the FI-Lay National Congress from August 7 – 9, 2009
with the theme Responding to Today’s challenges With Mother  Candida, “
                                     29 Filipino Lay Collaborators
                                      1  Japanese
                                      1  Spanish
                                      2  Taiwanese
                                    38  F.I. Sisters
coming from the different F.I. schools, centers, and communities.

     We have shared and discussed lengthily the educational roads, ways, and means taken and trodden by
all in their respective locality, have come closer to the person and mission of Blessed Candida Maria, and
have spanned the kilometric distance that kept us apart through creating spaces for relationships, getting to
know more about each one and realizing that we pursue the same mission in the same path and with the
same light from God through Blessed Candida Maria de Jesus.

     We declare that this 2009 National Congress is just the beginning of a closer and a more intimate and
collaborative efforts in the fulfillment of the mission we willingly, lovingly, and committedly pursue.  We
have come to reflect on and get to know more the person and spirituality of Blessed Candida Maria de
Jesus.

     We highlight our utter contentment and satisfaction because of the experienced communion and oneness
of hearts, hopes, and vision among us, F.I. and Lay Collaborators, in spite of the present realities in the
countries concerned, in some diverse, and in others very similar, vibrating with the same spirituality of
Blessed Candida Maria.  We are conscious of the human and social dimensions of the national and global
crises.  In the light of this, we support measures aimed at strengthening our educative task and action.

We desire to
· live our commitment with coherence and grow together in solidarity through an on-

going and joint formation and with more open communication and interchange among
countries, centers, and communities.

· live and practice our profession, mission, and Christian life according to the
spirituality of Blessed Candida.

We ask from and for the whole body:
·   accompaniment in our joint human and spiritual formation
·   more moments for sharing and interchange of experiences and talents.

We go back with much joy, contentment, and gratitude to each and everyone – lay and Hijas de Jesus – who
have made possible this encounter.  We promise to be the transmitters and sharers of all we have received
in this Congress to our schools, centers communities, families, and to all we come in contact with.
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